Introduction

This policy outlines how Raphael Nursery implements the government’s 30-hour
funding for working parents and the 15 hours universal hours. Our aim is to provide
clear guidance on how funding is allocated, how hours are distributed throughout the
year, and the expectations for parents regarding additional hours.

30 hours free childcare for working parents and 15 hours universal

childcare

The 30-hour funded childcare scheme in England provides eligible working parents
with 30 hours of free, high-quality early education per week for 38 weeks a year (or
fewer hours over more weeks), totalling 1,140 hours annually. It applies to children
from 9 months up to school age, aiming to reduce childcare costs.

The date you are eligible for the funding depends on your child’s birthday.

Term

Child’s age for eligibility

Autumn term

1st September to 31st December

your child must have turned 9 months (or 2
years or 3 years) before the 31st of August

Spring term
1st January to 31st March

your child must have turned 9 months (or 2
years or 3 years) before the 31st of December

Summer term

1st April to 31st August

your child must have turned 9 months (or 2
years or 3 years) before the 31st of March

Parents should apply through the government website:

https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/apply-for-free-childcare-if-youre-working



https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/apply-for-free-childcare-if-youre-working

To remain eligible for this funding, parents must sign into their childcare account
every three months to ensure their details are current. The funding is subject to strict
conditions, and a family's eligibility can be revoked.

Eligible parents will receive a unique code that must be provided to the nursery for
their child to receive the benefit as it is the nursery that will receive the funding from
the Local Authority.

All 3 to 4-year-olds are eligible for 15 hours a week (570 hours per year) of free,
government-funded childcare for 38 weeks. This entitlement is universal,
meaning it does not depend on parental earnings, and is given to all children once
they have turned three before the start of the term. This funding is separate from the
extended 30-hour entitlement. The child’s eligibility is the same as the above
funding.

Stretched Funding Approach

We implement government funding as stretched funding, distributing the total annual
entitlement over 51 weeks instead of the standard 38-week academic year.

This means:

e 30-hour entitlement (for eligible children): This total of 1140 funded hours is
spread, equating to 22.35 funded hours per week over 51 weeks.

e 15-hour universal entitlement: This total of 570 funded hours is spread,
equating to 11.18 funded hours per week over 51 weeks.

This method allows us to provide parents with a consistent, fixed monthly fee
throughout the entire year.

Parents are not charged for these funded hours, as they are covered by the
government. Consequently, the fees paid by parents cover only the cost of the
remaining weekly hours over the 51-week period, ensuring that the fees remain the
same regardless of the child's age.

Attendance Requirements for the 30 hours working parent funding

To ensure the effective use of stretch funding, each child must attend nursery for two
full days per week with one of these days being either a Monday or a Friday.



Charges for Additional Hours and any top-ups

At present, there are no extra charges or “top-ups” of funded hours for meals or for
any activities offered at the nursery (sports, activities, bilingualism).

Parents are only responsible for paying for any additional hours their child attends
beyond the funded 22.35 hours or 11.18 hours per week covered by the government
funding schemes. These extra hours will be billed monthly at our standard nursery
rates.

Important Note for Children starting at Raphael Nursery during any
term and receiving the 30 hours funding:

The monthly fee shown in the table on the first page is a fixed rate calculated using
'stretched funding," which assumes a child attends for the entire year and the entire
terms.

If a child starts later in the year—specifically during the spring term (January-March)
or the summer term (April-August)— or in the middle of a term, their initial monthly
fees may differ from the standard rate stated above. This adjustment depends on the
allocation of funded hours already used or remaining for the year. This is a
temporary fee adjustment, applicable only for the initial months, and we will provide a
full explanation to the families impacted. Following this temporary period, the fees
will revert to the rates listed above for the remainder of the child's time at the nursery.

Key Points for Parents

e Government funding is stretched across 51 weeks, resulting in 22 hours
and 21 minutes per week.

e Children must attend two full days per week, with one of those days being
a Monday or Friday.

e No extra charges are applied to funded hours at this time.

e Parents pay only for additional hours attended beyond the funded
allocation.

e Children starting during a term or late during the year will be potentially
charged a temporarily increased monthly fee. This is due to the Local
Authority funding for the 30 hours provision covering fewer weeks during
the Summer term as a result of school holidays.

Contact and Questions



‘Raphael

If you have questions about how the funding works, or need help calculating the
hours your child will attend, please contact our nursery office. We are happy to assist
you in understanding your entitlements and options.

Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed regularly and updated as needed to reflect any changes
in government funding or nursery operations. Parents will be notified in advance of
any changes that may affect their childcare arrangements.



